
Scenario 1 - Current beef with current lameness levels Beef cattle including animals in beef suckler breeding herds, fattening and finishing beef units of various types including 
dairy-bred and suckler-bred cattle, bull beef etc. Animals include calves, cows and bulls.

Score sheet Name of scorer: Expert 6 Comments Round 1 Comments Round 2
I ignored if they are from dairy or beef breeds.  Calcuated that 9% of total herd will be lame (no idea of when it starts, 
duration etc) Nothing on bulls

1st 
round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound

2nd round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound 

1

Provision and access to food. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
appropriate foodstuffs for health and wellbeing.

75 65 85 70 60 80 Generally good, score is higher than my score for dairy (where there are more lameness, more thin animals?)  Grazing 
monoculture, silage, lack of variety?  But adequate levels.  Access will be harder for '9%' affected by lameness, for varying 
amounts of time

2

Provision and access to water. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
water for health and wellbeing.

85 75 85 85 75 90 Animals have access to water or would die.  Access may be restricted for animals with lameness.  Calves have access to 
milk but not water alone? 

3 Animals should have comfort when resting.
70 60 80 65 60 75 Bedded large pens, but how dirty?  Restricted pen sizes for bulls - are they generally well bedded away from muck?  When 

at grass (most are out spring-summer?) likely to be comfortable?

4
Animals should have thermal comfort being neither 
too hot nor too cold.

80 70 90 75 65 85 Need guidance here, assume these might be similar to dairy (which was 70, 60-80).  Able to cope with UK temps in 
winter, most calves born in spring/summer or autumn, kept indoors to protect from elements initially?

5 Animals should have sufficient space to move freely. 70 60 80 70 60 80 Fine when outdoors, restricted to a degree when indoors (but not zero), so assume that 1/3 of year is some degree of 
restriction (33%) but since 33% of this time is not close to zero, then overall experience is higher than 67%

6

Animals should be free from injuries and disorders 
(e.g. skin conditions, lameness, bone fractures etc.).

85 75 90 70 60 80 Lameness affects 9% of herd overall, but unlcear on when it starts (more likley for adults than calves) or duration (depends 
on cause)  At worst case  say 9% of lifetime.  Other injuries, disorders?  No idea! Estimated another 5%? So 15% overall to 
be 'safe'

7

Animals should be free from disease, including 
metabolic conditions, with high standards of health 
care and hygiene.

70 60 80 70 60 80 I EXCLUDED infectious causes of lameness here.  Using APHA reports, pneumonia (various causes), digestive issues, rumen 
acidosis, salmonella, lungworm, parastic gastroenteritis, cryptosporidiosis, coccidiosis, colisepticaemia etc. Mastitis in 
cows? But WHAT % are affected??  For dairy, I had 50%, assuming beef is not as bad for disease?  What about standards 
of health/hygiene?

8

Animals should not suffer pain - for example as a 
result of poor management, handling, surgical or 
other procedures, slaughter etc.

75 70 85 70 65 85 Dehorning? (or do most people used poll breeds?), castration for steers, ear tagging, birth and caesarean, pain from 
lameness

9

Animals should be able to express normal, non-
harmful social behaviours (such as grooming and 
social bonding).

80 70 90 70 60 80 Calves stay with mothers mostly? Animals kept in social groups.  Bullying from dominant animals.  A lot of individual 
housing for bulls. Natural mating or AI?  And which is better/worse (natural mating can cause lameness injuries in cow)

10
Animals should be able to express other normal 
behaviours (e.g. foraging, exploring).

70 60 80 60 50 60 Housing for 4/12 months restricts foraging; when at pasture there is lack of variety (monoculture) for foraging, exploring. 

11
Animals should be handled well with positive and 
not negative animal-human relationships.

80 70 85 80 70 85 Assume this takes up a small proportion of lives.  Depends on if handler is one to drive cows along tracks?  Treating 
animals when sick, lame? Handling for transport, for slaughter, etc? 

12

Additional aspects not already adequately covered 
above in relation to the balance between positive 
and negative affective states for animals.

Scenario 2 - Beef production with 3% prevalence lameness mobility scores 2/3 The 'actions farmers may take to achieve' info - how are we to use that?  I think from previous talk, we shouldn't worry 
about HOW (and perhaps how difficult that may be!) just that it IS?

Score sheet Name of scorer: Expert 6 Comments Round 1 Comments Round 2
Going from 9% to 3% lameness - change of 6%, will have a small impact overall

1st 
round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound

2nd round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound 

1

Provision and access to food. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
appropriate foodstuffs for health and wellbeing.

80 70 90 75 75 85

small change 5%

2

Provision and access to water. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
water for health and wellbeing.

90 80 90 90 80 90

small change 5%
3 Animals should have comfort when resting. 70 60 80 65 55 75 no change

4
Animals should have thermal comfort being neither 
too hot nor too cold.

85 75 90 80 70 90
less lame animals, will be able to move easier to select thermoneutral zone. Small change 5%

5 Animals should have sufficient space to move freely. 70 60 80 70 60 80 no change

6

Animals should be free from injuries and disorders 
(e.g. skin conditions, lameness, bone fractures etc.).

90 80 95 75 65 85

small change 5%

7

Animals should be free from disease, including 
metabolic conditions, with high standards of health 
care and hygiene.

70 60 80 70 60 80

no change

8

Animals should not suffer pain - for example as a 
result of poor management, handling, surgical or 
other procedures, slaughter etc.

80 75 90 75 70 85

small change 5%

9

Animals should be able to express normal, non-
harmful social behaviours (such as grooming and 
social bonding).

85 75 95 75 65 85

small change 5% due to better mobility in less lame animals

10
Animals should be able to express other normal 
behaviours (e.g. foraging, exploring).

75 65 85 65 55 75
small change 5% due to better mobility to forage, explore, etc

11
Animals should be handled well with positive and 
not negative animal-human relationships.

75 65 85 75 65 85 to reduce lameness there will need to be more proactive handling (through foot dips, foot trimming, applying topical 
agents) - which beef animals may not view as positive due to potentially painful treatments, handling sore area etc.  so 
this will REDUCE this score by 5%

12

Additional aspects not already adequately covered 
above in relation to the balance between positive 
and negative affective states for animals.
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